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the slightest idea that they were never to see each other
again.8
On May 14 Moltke left Karlsbad to accompany one of
the routine General Staff observation trips in the Vosges
Mountains. At the close of this he had a talk with Eckard-
stein in Baden-Baden on June I.9 He was not a well man
at this time—he died a few months later after his failure
at the Battle of the Marne—- and upon the advice of his
physician, returned again to Karlsbad on Sunday, June 28,
before he heard the news of Franz Ferdinand's assassination
which occurred on the same day. He stayed in Karlsbad,
as he had planned to do, until July 25, arriving in Berlin
again July 26.10 The evidence from-the Karlsbad police
register indicates that Moltke, even after the Sarajevo
murder, was pursuing his normal routine life, and was
living quietly at Karlsbad on July 5, instead of plotting
war in a Council at Potsdam. A further proof that Moltke
was not at Potsdam on July 5 is the interesting letter which
Falkenhayn, the Prussian Minister of War, sent to him on
July 5 at Karlsbad, giving him an account of the interview
between the Austrian Ambassador and Emperor William
on that day at Potsdam.11
Perhaps the author of the legend had in mind not
Moltke, but the Acting Chief of Staff, Count Waldersee.
But neither was he at Potsdam on July 5. Because of a
death in his family he had gone to Hanover on July 4,
leaving word to call him on the telephone if anything of
importance arose. If there had really been an important
Conference, such as the Potsdam Council myth describes,
Waldersee would certainly have returned to Potsdam for
it; but he did not come back from the funeral until July 7.
 8	Private letter of Conrad's in author's possession.
 9	Eckardstein, Lebenserinnenmgen, III, 184-187,

 10	Confirmed by KD,, 74, 197; by Moltke's letters to his wife in
his Erirmerwigen, p. 381; and by Tirpitz, Erinnerungen, p. 227.
 11	Published by Montgelas, Leitjaden zur Kriegsschuldjrage, p. 196,

